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CAPERCAILLIE (Tetrao urogallus) IN BOSNIA AND 
HERZEGOVINA - HABITATS, VULNERABILITY AND 

CONSERVATION MEASURES

Abstract: Due to preserved forests and small openness of the areas, 
Capercaillie (Tetrao urogallus) was very numerous in highland areas of Bosnia 
and Herzegovina in the past. Gradually, it has been drown to the higher altitude 
areas because of forestry works, poaching, forest fi res, hiking and collection 
of forest products (it is rarely present below 1.000 m).  It is believed that the 
Capercaillie disappeared from the 1/3 of the former habitats in BiH and that 
the current size of its habitat is 200.000 ha, while its number is estimated at 
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less than 700 individuals. This study presents the current habitat, endangering 
factors and conservation measures for Capercaillie and its habitats at the level 
of Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Key words: Capercaillie, habitat, endangering, conservation, BiH
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Figure 1. Male Capercaillie (mountain Vitorog in BiH)
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Figure 2. Female Capercaillie (mountain Hrbina in 
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CAPERCAILLIE (Tetrao urogallus) IN BOSNIA AND HERZEGOVINA - 
HABITATS, VULNERABILITY AND CONSERVATION MEASURES

.

Summary

Due to preserved forests and small openness of the areas, capercaillie was very 
numerous in highland areas of Bosnia and Herzegovina at the end of 19th and at 
the beginning of 20 th century. Gradually, it has been drown to the higher altitude 
areas because of forestry works, poaching, forest fi res, hiking and collection of forest 
products and nowdays it is rarely present below 1.000 m. It is believed that the 
capercaillie disappeared from the 1/3 of the former habitats in BiH and that the 
current size of its habitat is 200.000 ha, while its number is estimated at less than 
700 individuals. This study presents the current habitats, endangering factors and 
conservation measures for capercaillie and its habitats at the level of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina.

The principal threats to capecaillie in Bosnia and Herzegovina are: low number, 
isolation of micropopulations, forestry works, poaching and illegal hunting, forest 
fi res, predation, grazing, collection of medicinal herbs and forest products, lack of 
competent stuff and material resources and poor education of hunters and local 
people. Despite the great threat due to reduction of habitat and population size, 
capercaillie is classifi ed as a game species of wild animals in BiH on the basis of 
legal regulations. The main conservation measures are: legal protection, habitat 
preservation, establishment of protection zones, protection from predators, grazing 
ban, monitoring and managment plan, permanent education and information of 
hunters and local people. 




